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before mine eyes; there was silence and I heard a voice.5'    (Job iv% 14-16.)
Anticipation, Expectation, Assurance of Hope, are fainter and stronger forms, growing on the Idea of good, as possibly, probably, or certainly coming. Sometimes it is a feeble light, pleasing, but not moving, the soul. Or, it may become lively and exciting, a source of happiness, and an incentive to activity. Or, it may rise to a full assurance in which it has all the stability of realization: such is the hope of the return of the seasons or of a good man's fulfillment of promise; such is hope In God, in his Word and Providence. It should be noticed that the practical result depends not only on the probability of the good, but on the character of the appetence. The hope which sways one person powerfully may have no charms to another. There are people in ecstacy at being invited to a fashionable party which has no attractions whatever to others, who would rather have a day's fishing or hunting. One man is buoyed up all his life with the expectation of his reaching a high position of power or fame; another looks down on all this because lie aims at securing mental cultivation or spiritual excellence. Hope has a. purifying effect when properly directed; it purifies us even as the objects to which it looks, say God , and heaven, are pure.
Apprehension, Dread, Terror, Horror, Despair. These are different degrees of the same feeling, determined by the greatness of the evil and the probability of its reaching us. The extent of the evil is estimated not by any absolute standard, but by the strength of the appetence which has been thwarted. To one man the loss of money is scarcely felt to be a loss, for he has not set his affections on wealth; to another it Is like tearing out his heart. To many the loss of a near relative stirs the soul to its